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Abstract 

Collisions between advancing replication forks and elongating transcripts pose a universal threat. During the rapid nuclear division cycles in 
early Drosophila embryos, coordinating transcription and replication is critical to reduce the risk of collisions. In each cycle, replication begins 
immediately after mitosis, while transcription starts 3 min later, o v erlapping replication for the remainder of interphase. We previously showed 
that transcription depends on Brd4, which forms hubs at active genes. Here, we show that Brd4 persists on mitotic chromosomes as bookmarks 
of transcriptional activation. Upon anaphase entry, the replication initiation factor Cdc7 forms Brd4-dependent foci that promote early replication 
in the f ollo wing interphase. A dditionally, Cdc7 activity disperses Brd4 such that post-mitotic transcription occurs only after a new round of Brd4 
hub assembly. Early initiation of replication in conjunction with deferred transcription is proposed to allow unimpeded transcriptional elongation 
behind advancing replication forks. Supporting this, inhibiting Cdc7 delayed replication, stabilized Brd4 bookmarks, and resulted in premature 
transcription with elongation def ects. W e propose that Cdc7 triggers a functional switch in Brd4 that enforces temporal ordering of the initia- 
tion of replication and transcription, thereby minimizing collisions. This switching process might underlie the widespread correlation between 
transcriptional activity and early replication. 
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Brd4 Cdc7 RNAPII

M phase M/S transition S phase

Bookmarking active genes to avoid collisions in the next cycle

Mitotic bookmarking Collision-free transcription
behind replication forks

Early initiaiton of replication
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ll dividing cells face the risk of collisions between transcrip-
ion and replication machineries [ 1 , 2 ]. Such collisions dis-
upt both processes, leading to DNA damage and genome in-
tability [ 3 –5 ]. Despite this risk, the central dogma has been
onserved throughout evolution, with DNA serving as the
emplate for both transcription and replication. This suggests
he existence of mechanisms that prevent or at least mini-
ize these collisions. Indeed, studies in diverse organisms—

ncluding ciliates, yeast, and humans—revealed that transcrip-
ion and replication normally do not occur simultaneously at
he same genomic region [ 6 –8 ]. However, the mechanisms un-
erlying this coordination remain largely undefined. 
Early embryogenesis in Drosophila provides an excellent
odel for exploring this question. After fertilization, the em-
ryo undergoes 13 synchronous cell cycles as a syncytium
 n uclear division c ycles, NCs), rapidly alternating between S
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and M phases without intervening gap phases or cytokine-
sis. An early wave of zygotic transcription begins in NC8 and
continues through NC13 [ 9 ], with transcripts initiating ∼3
min into each S phase and aborting upon entry into mito-
sis [ 10 ]. Despite overlapping intense replication activity, genes
are successfully transcribed during these short S phases. We
recently found that, during NC12, transcription depends on
replication [ 11 ]. This coupling of transcription to replication
was suggested to contribute to a “replication-first” strategy,
in which transcription initiates only on replicated DNA seg-
ments and can follow replication forks unimpeded. 

Developmental changes in the cell cycle complicate a
replication-first strategy. In early Drosophila embryos, the S-
phase duration progressively lengthens, with a roughly two-
fold increase from NC12 (8–9 min) to NC13 (15–16 min)
and a dramatic increase to about an hour in NC14 [ 12 ,
13 ]. This lengthening is largely driven by the emergence of a
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replication-timing program, where different genomic regions
initiate replication at distinct times during S phase, in contrast
to the near-synchronous initiation throughout the genome in
the earliest short cycles [ 12 , 14 ]. If the coupling of transcrip-
tion to replication meant that transcription had to await lo-
cal replication of its template during a prolonged S phase, the
onset of transcription would be significantly delayed through-
out much of the genome, unless transcribed loci are prefer-
entially replicated early. Given that transcription still initiates
∼3 min into NC13 and considering that the transcribed genes
generally replicate early in S phase [ 14 ], we hypothesized the
existence of a mechanism that promotes early replication of
transcribed loci in the syncytial embryo. 

The chromatin environment regulates DNA-templated pro-
cesses. One key mechanism involves the recognition of his-
tone marks by specialized reader proteins [ 15 ]. Among these,
bromodomain-containing proteins are the primary readers of
histone acetylation, a hallmark of open chromatin and active
genes [ 16 , 17 ]. Members of the bromodomain and extratermi-
nal domain family, such as Brd4, have been extensively stud-
ied for their roles in both transcription and replication. Brd4
promotes transcription by recruiting the positive transcription
elongation factor b (P-TEFb) [ 18 , 19 ], while also advancing
replication timing by recruiting the replication initiation fac-
tor Treslin [ 20 ]. In mammalian cells, Brd4 has been implicated
in coordinating transcription with replication to prevent R-
loop accumulation [ 21 –24 ]. Notably, Brd4 is one of the few
transcriptional regulators that remain bound to select loci dur-
ing mitosis. Localized mitotic binding is thought to serve as
a bookmark, preserving a memory of transcriptional activity
from the previous cell cycle [ 25 –29 ]. Mitotic bookmarks are
generally associated with the rapid reactivation of gene ex-
pression in daughter cells [ 30 ], but whether their function ex-
tends to other biological processes is unknown. 

Recent studies show that the Drosophila homolog of
Brd4/Fs(1)h and its upstream regulator, the lysine acetyl-
transferase CBP/Nejire, activate early zygotic transcription
[ 31 –33 ]. These factors act downstream of pioneer transcrip-
tion factors, including Zelda for non-histone genes and an
unidentified factor for the replication-dependent histone genes
[ 31 ]. Brd4 forms dynamic clusters that emerge and disperse
during progression from NC12 to NC13 [ 31 ]: clusters ap-
pear ∼2 min into S phase 12, persist through mitosis, dis-
perse rapidly at the onset of the S phase 13, and then reap-
pear after another 2-min delay. In NC12, Brd4 first forms
minor clusters that largely coincide with non-histone genes.
These minor clusters serve as “transcriptional hubs” by sub-
sequently enriching RNA polymerase II to fuel a burst of
transcription at ∼3 min into S phase. In late S phase 12,
dominant Brd4 clusters become apparent at the histone locus
bodies (HLBs), which organize ∼100 tandem repeats of the
replication-dependent histone genes [ 34 ]. Both the minor and
dominant Brd4 clusters persist on mitotic chromosomes [ 31 ].
While Zelda knockdown eliminated the minor clusters, CBP
knockdown eliminated both the minor and dominant clusters
in both interphase and on mitotic chromosomes, consistent
with the known transcriptional dependencies of non-histone
and histone genes, respectively [ 31 ]. 

Since Brd4 localization persists through mitosis, it could
contribute to the bookmarking of activated genes. However,
these clusters disperse rapidly after mitosis and must reassem-
ble before a new round of transcription begins 3 min later, sug-
gesting that any contribution of mitotically stable Brd4 hubs
to transcriptional reactivation in a subsequent NC is indirect.
Given the absence of gap phases and the immediate onset of 
DNA replication after mitosis, we hypothesized that mitotic 
Brd4 hubs serve to promote early replication timing in NC13 

and NC14. Advancing replication timing can in principle sus- 
tain the replication-first order while providing bookmarked 

loci the opportunity to initiate transcription early despite over- 
all slowing of S phase. 

Here, we uncover a role of mitotic bookmarks in promot- 
ing early replication of specific genomic regions in syncytial 
Drosophila embryos. We demonstrate that Brd4 hubs undergo 

a functional switch from promoting transcription to promot- 
ing replication following passage through mitosis. Using live 
imaging, we show that Brd4 hubs persist on mitotic chromo- 
somes and facilitate the recruitment of the replication initi- 
ation factor, Cdc7 kinase, to select loci during entry into S 
phase. This mechanism links transcriptional activation in one 
cycle to replication timing in the next cycle, ensuring that ac- 
tive genes are replicated early in a prolonged S phase. Impor- 
tantly, the early recruitment of Cdc7 triggered the removal 
of Brd4 bookmarks, thereby enforcing a dependency of tran- 
scription on a new round of transcriptional hub assembly 
and ensuring that transcription follows replication. Inhibit- 
ing Cdc7 stabilized Brd4 bookmarks and delayed replication,
changes that were associated with precocious RNAPII recruit- 
ment and disrupted transcriptional elongation. We suggest 
that the ordering of events enforced by Cdc7 function delays 
transcription such that it begins only after replication forks 
have cleared the region, and that the disruption of this co- 
ordination leads to collisions interfering with transcript elon- 
gation. Finally, we propose that chromatin bookmarks have 
a switchable, dual function that provides an explanation for 
the correlation between early replication and transcriptional 
activity in eukaryotes. 

Materials and methods 

Fly stocks 

Drosophila melanogaster were maintained on standard 

cornmeal–yeast medium at 25 

◦C. Flies were transferred to 

egg-laying cages 2–3 days before embryo collection for exper- 
iments. Fly lines used in this study are listed in Supplementary 
Table S1 . 

Embryo mounting for live imaging 

Embryos were collected from females in egg-laying cage onto 

a grape juice agar plate with yeast paste, dechorionated with 

40% bleach in a basket, washed with water, and then trans- 
ferred to a new grape juice agar plate. Embryos were aligned,
glued to a coverslip, and then covered with halocarbon oil (1:1 

mixture of halocarbon oil 27 and 700) for microscopy. 

Spinning disk confocal microscopy 

Imaging was performed on an Olympus IX70 microscope 
equipped with PerkinElmer Ultraview Vox confocal system.
Movies of the hunc hbac k transcriptional reporters were ac- 
quired using a 60x/1.40 oil objective with the pixel binning 
set to 1 × 1, while all other movies were acquired using a 
100x/1.40 oil objective with the pixel binning set to 2 × 2.
Data were acquired using Volocity 6 software (Quorum Tech- 
nologies). Z-stacks were recorded with a 0.5- μm step size 
at each time point. Fluorophores were excited with 488 and 
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61 nm laser lines. Appropriate emission filters were used ex-
ept when performing two-color imaging of mKate2-Brd4 and
dc7-EGFP, which exhibited low fluorescent intensity and re-
uired fast frame rate. For these cases, the “fast sequential”
ode was used to skip emission filters, and care was taken

o make sure that there was negligible bleed. Images in the
ame set of experiments were acquired using the same config-
ration, and laser power was calibrated using a laser power
eter (Thorlabs) before each imaging session. 

icroinjection 

nce glued to the coverslip, embryos were slightly dehydrated
n a desiccation chamber for 7–9 min before being covered
n halocarbon oil and subjected to microinjection. JQ1 (ab-
am, #146612) supplied as 10 mM solution in dimethyl sul-
oxide (DMSO) was diluted fresh with water to 0.1 mM for
njection. α-amanitin (Sigma–Aldrich, #A2263) was dissolved
n water and injected at 0.5 mg/ml. XL413 (Sigma–Aldrich,
SML1401) was dissolved in water at 5 mg/ml as stock so-
ution and diluted fresh to 0.5 mg/ml for injection. Enhanced
yan fluorescent protein fused to Geminin (ECFP-Geminin)
as prepared as previously described [ 35 ] and injected at
0 mg/ml in 40 mM HEPES (pH 7.4), 150 mM KCl buffer.
o inject XL413 precisely during mitosis, live confocal mi-
roscopy was used for staging. When the embryo entered mi-
osis, the entire slide was removed from the microscope for in-
ection on an adjacent station and returned for imaging within
–3 min. 

ulse labeling of Cy5-dUTP 

or pulse labeling of early-replicating DNA, a pool of un-
ynchronized embryos were injected with 0.1 mM Cy5-dUTP
Sigma–Aldrich, #GEPA55022), incubated for 3 min, and then
ecovered for fixation as described [ 11 ]. Briefly, embryos were
ashed off the glue by heptane, fixed by a 1:1 mixture of hep-

ane and 37% formaldehyde, and dehydrated by methanol.
mbryos were transferred with glass pipette onto a nylon
esh, washed with phosphate-buffered saline, and transferred
nto a strip of double-sided tape in a glass dish. A dissect-
ng probe was used to gently roll the embryos on the tape to
emove the vitelline membrane, and then PBST (0.3% tween
0) was used to transfer the embryos to a 0.5-ml tube. Em-
ryos were further washed with PBST for 15 min twice and
ounted for imaging. Those embryos that just entered S phase
ere identified by the relatively compact chromatin and small
uclear size. Given that mitosis in the early embryo takes ∼5
in, labeling of late-replicating sequences from the previous

ycle was effectively prevented. 
For labeling that excludes early-replicating DNA, sfGFP-

rd4 embryos were staged by confocal microscopy, and the
lide was removed once an embryo entered anaphase in cy-
le 12. Approximately 5 min later ( ∼3 min into S phase 13),
he staged embryo was injected with 0.01 mM Cy5-dUTP and
hen incubated until mitosis 13 for live imaging. Control em-
ryos were removed at the onset of mitosis 12 and then in-

ected immediately afterward, prior to S phase 13. 

ly crosses for germline RNAi experiments 

o generate females for embryo collection in the CBP RNAi
xperiments, we first set up the following P0 cross: w , mKate2-
rd4 , Cdc7-EGFP ; UASp-shRNA (females) x w , mKate2-
rd4 , Cdc7-EGFP ; Mat-tub-Gal4 (males). The resulting F1
progeny expressed the shRNA targeting white (control) or
CBP in the female germline under the control of Mat-tub-
Gal4 . The progeny were crossed with their siblings and trans-
ferred to egg-laying cages for embryo collection. To increase
the Gal4/UASp induction of shRNA expression in the egg-
laying females, F1 progeny were grown at 27 

◦C from larval
stage onward. 

Fly crosses for imaging of hunc hbac k 

transcriptional reporters 

The following crosses were set up to collect embryos for imag-
ing of transcriptional reporters. 

1. w; EGFP-Rpb3; nos-MCP-mCherry (females) × hbP2-
MS2-lacZ (males) 

2. w; nos-NLS-mCherry-PCP, His2Av-eBFP2/ + ; MCP-
GFP/ + (females) × hbP2-MS2-lacZ-PP7 (males) 

Flies were crossed on standard medium for 2–3 days before
transferring to egg-laying cages. Females for Cross #2 were
collected from a separate cross between wild type and w ; nos-
NLS-mCherry-PCP , His2Av-eBFP2/CyO ; MCP-GFP . 

Molecular cloning and CRISPR–Cas9 genome 

editing 

To knock-in mKate2 at the N-terminus of endogenous
Brd4 ( Fs(1)h ), the mKate2 DNA fragment (optimized with
Drosophila codons) was synthesized by Integrated DNA
Technologies (IA) and used to replace the sfGFP sequence
in the donor plasmid for sfGFP-Brd4 by Gibson assem-
bly . The single guide RNA (sgRNA)-expressing and donor
plasmids were sent to Rainbow Transgenic Flies (Camarillo,
CA) for microinjection. After injection, surviving adults were
crossed to yw , N/FM7c balancer flies and screened by poly-
merase chain reaction for successful knock-in. Transformants
were backcrossed with wild-type flies at least three times
before performing experiments. The knock-in of mNeon-
Green at the N-terminus of endogenous CBP ( nejire ) was
designed and performed by WellGenetics (Taiwan). Briefly,
the mNeonGreen-loxP-3xP3-RFP-loxP cassette was first in-
serted by CRISPR-Cas9 using sgRNA targeting the 5 

′ end
of CBP (5 

′ -A GA CGAA CCGCCCCAAAA GC-3 

′ ), followed by
Cre-mediated excision through genetic crossing. A linker pep-
tide (R SITSYNVC YTKLS AS) was left between mNeonGreen
and CBP. 

Image processing and presentation 

Data acquired in Volocity were exported as TIFF files and
further processed using FIJI/ImageJ. Z-stack images were first
converted to maximal intensity projections, followed by back-
ground subtraction using a rolling-ball radius of 50 pixels. Re-
gions containing nuclei located within the Z-stack (excluding
peripheral ones) were cropped for downstream analysis. Fig-
ures show data of one representative experiment from at least
three independent replicates. 

Image analysis 

Analysis was performed using custom FIJI macros and Python
scripts, using standard and open-sourced libraries including
SciPy , NumPy , scikit-image, Trackpy , and napari [ 36 –40 ]. 
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Quantification of mKate2-Brd4 and Cdc7-EGFP movies 
Binary masks for mitotic chromosomes and interphase nu-
clei were generated by summing the fluorescence intensities
from both channels followed by Gaussian blurring. To reduce
the impact of bright foci on segmentation, intensities above
a manually determined threshold were replaced with a lower
constant value. Segmentation was then achieved using Otsu’s
thresholding method. For comparing the dynamics between
nuclear cycles in untreated embryos, the mean and variance of
mKate2-Brd4 and Cdc7-EGFP fluorescence intensities within
the combined mask area were computed at each time point.
To compare dynamics between treatments, fluorescence inten-
sities were measured within individual nuclei, and data were
pooled from multiple embryos for analysis. 

Quantification of EGFP-Rpb3 and MCP-mCherry movies 
Binary masks for the nuclei were generated using EGFP-Rpb3
signals. The especially bright signals at HLBs were reduced by
replacing intensities above a specified threshold with a lower
constant value, followed by Gaussian blurring to smooth the
images. Initial segmentation was achieved using Otsu’s thresh-
olding method, and the nuclear masks were dilated to cap-
ture MCP foci at the periphery. A watershed transformation
was applied to separate touching nuclei, and a final filter-
ing step removed small nuclei (touching the top or bottom
of Z-stacks) and those touching X–Y borders. Nuclei were
tracked using the tracky package, and only the nuclei detected
across all frames were retained for analysis. MCP foci were de-
tected using the Laplacian of Gaussian method. Segmentation
and tracking results were visualized in a napari viewer and
manually corrected if necessary. MCP states (ON and OFF)
were then determined based on the presence of MCP foci in
each nucleus, and state transitions were tracked over time.
Cumulative counts of nuclei undergoing each transition were
calculated. 

Analysis of MCP-GFP and mCherry-PCP movies 
Transcriptional foci were identified using MCP-GFP signals.
Images were first smoothened by Gaussian blurring, and then
spots were detected using the difference of Gaussians method.
Because the PCP signal often shows a slight displacement from
the associated MCP focus, we quantified both signals by mea-
suring the mean fluorescence intensity within a large 17 × 17-
pixel square centered on each MCP spot. The detected spots
were tracked across frames using the trackpy package, allow-
ing a maximum gap of 5 frames. Tracks that appeared for
only a single frame or touched the X–Y borders of the im-
age were discarded. The remaining tracks were sorted based
on their time of first appearance in the movie and their total
PCP intensity. Montage images were created by cropping a 17
× 17-pixel square region around each spot in both channels
and arranging the images in rows according to tracks and in
columns according to time. 

Statistics and reproducibility 

All experiments were repeated at least three times with simi-
lar outcomes, and representative images are shown in the fig-
ures. Two-tailed Mann–Whitney U tests were performed in R
(v.3.2.1), followed by Bonferroni correction for multiple com-
parisons. A value of P < .05 was considered statistically sig-
nificant. Additional details can be found in the corresponding
figure legends. 
Results 

Brd4 bookmarks coincide with early replication 

We investigated the role of Brd4 mitotic bookmarks in early 
Drosophila embryos (Fig. 1 A). Following their formation in 

S phase 12, both the minor Brd4 clusters and the dominant 
clusters at HLBs persist into mitosis with apparent intensifi- 
cation (Fig. 1 B). The dominant Brd4 clusters are positioned 

near the leading edge of anaphase chromosomes (Fig. 1 B, ar- 
rows), consistent with the pericentric position of HLBs and a 
previous report [ 41 ]. At the onset of S phase 13, Brd4 clus- 
ters rapidly disperse, well before RNA polymerase II clusters 
appear (Fig. 1 B, the 14:40 frame). Although Brd4 clusters do 

not persist long enough into cycle 13 to directly promote tran- 
scription, they temporally overlap the recruitment of upstream 

replication factors, including Orc2, a component of the repli- 
cation licensing system, and the MCM complex, a core com- 
ponent of the pre-replication complex (pre-RC), during early 
and late anaphase, respectively [ 42 , 43 ]. 

To assess whether Brd4 bookmarks influence replication,
we performed two-color live imaging with sfGFP-tagged 

Brd4 and mCherry-tagged proliferating cell nuclear antigen 

(PCNA), a replication fork component that marks replicat- 
ing loci [ 12 , 44 ], during the transition from mitosis 12 to 

S phase 13 ( Supplementary Fig. S1 A). We observed that mi- 
totic Brd4 clusters began dispersing as the mCherry-PCNA 

signal appeared in the nucleus at the onset of S phase, with all 
Brd4 clusters disappearing within 30 s. Genomic regions asso- 
ciated with the large HLB-associated Brd4 clusters recruited 

PCNA faster, resulting in one or two discernible mCherry- 
PCNA foci in each nucleus about one minute into S phase 
( Supplementary Fig. S1 A and B). 

To directly test for early replication, we labeled and visual- 
ized the earliest replicating DNA in cycles 11–14 by injecting 
Cy5-dUTP. This revealed foci that were particularly evident in 

cycles 13 and 14 ( Supplementary Fig. S2 A), including promi- 
nent foci that resembled HLBs as well as other minor foci. To 

further examine the correlation between Brd4 bookmarks and 

early replication, we injected Cy5-dUTP into embryos ∼3 min 

after the onset of S phase 13 and subsequently visualized the 
incorporated nucleotide on condensed chromosomes during 
mitosis 13. In these embryos, histone loci marked by domi- 
nant Brd4 clusters lacked detectable Cy5-dUTP signal, indi- 
cating that their replication had been completed before the 
labeling window ( Supplementary Fig. S2 B). These results doc- 
ument the emergence of early-replicating regions and suggest 
that these correspond to Brd4-bookmarked regions, particu- 
larly the replication-dependent histone genes. 

Since the Brd4 bookmarks disperse early in interphase be- 
fore we can assess newly replicated DNA, we sought a marker 
of replication initiation that might overlap the Brd4 book- 
marks. To this end, we visualized the localization of Cdc7,
the catalytic subunit of Dbf4-dependent kinase (DDK) es- 
sential for activating pre-R Cs. W e previously found that en- 
dogenously EGFP-tagged Cdc7 begins binding to chromo- 
somes during telophase [ 45 ], consistent with its upstream role 
in initiating replication. Live imaging of mKate2-Brd4 and 

Cdc7-EGFP showed that Cdc7 rapidly accumulated at HLB- 
associated Brd4 clusters, alongside transient smaller foci and 

a weaker and diffuse association across chromosomes in late 
anaphase (Fig. 1 C). Within one minute of entering S phase 
13, both Brd4 and Cdc7 clusters dispersed and became uni- 
formly distributed in the nucleus. These findings show that a 

https://academic.oup.com/nar/article-lookup/doi/10.1093/nar/gkaf1429#supplementary-data
https://academic.oup.com/nar/article-lookup/doi/10.1093/nar/gkaf1429#supplementary-data
https://academic.oup.com/nar/article-lookup/doi/10.1093/nar/gkaf1429#supplementary-data
https://academic.oup.com/nar/article-lookup/doi/10.1093/nar/gkaf1429#supplementary-data


Avoiding collisions on the DNA template 5 

Figure 1 . Cdc7-enric hed early -replicating hubs emerge concomitantly with the minor w a v e of zy gotic transcription. ( A ) Schematic of early 
embryogenesis in Drosophila . Following fertilization, the embryo undergoes 13 cycles of synchronous nuclear division cycles, alternating between S 
phase and M phase (mitosis) without gap phases. A minor w a v e of zygotic transcription occurs during cycles 8–13, overlapping the short S phases. DNA 

replication precedes the onset of transcription after each mitosis, potentially mitigating transcription–replication conflicts during these cycles. The 
temporal program of DNA replication progressively lengthens from cycle 8 to cycle 13 and is significantly extended in cycle 14, raising the question of 
how replication and transcription maintain coordination. ( B ) Representative stills from live imaging of endogenously tagged mCherry-Rpb1, a subunit of 
RNA polymerase II (RNAPII), and sfGFP-Brd4 in embryos transitioning from early S phase 12 into early S phase 13. The two large RNAPII clusters mark 
HLBs (arrows), which are assembled at the HisC locus encoding ∼100 copies of replication-dependent histone gene array. Brd4 is highly enriched at the 
HisC loci during mitosis 12 and disperses rapidly upon entering S phase 13. ( C ) R epresentativ e stills from live imaging of endogenously tagged 
mKate2-Brd4 and Cdc7-EGFP in embryos transitioning from mitosis 12 into S phase 13. The S-phase kinase Cdc7 abruptly and transiently forms 
co-clusters with Brd4 at the HisC loci during entry into S phase 13. ( D ) R epresentativ e stills from live imaging of mKate2-Brd4 and Cdc7-EGFP during the 
transitions from M phase into S phase in successive cycles. All images are maximal projections. Relative time is indicated in minute:second. All scale 
bars, 5 μm. ( E ) The temporal peak of either mean or variance of intensities for fluorescently tagged Brd4 or Cdc7 in the nucleus during entry into S 
phase of indicated nuclear division cycles (NC). Error bars represent SEM, n = 6 embryos. a.u., arbitrary unit. 
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eplication initiation factor is transiently enriched at genomic
egions bookmarked by Brd4 at the entry into S phase. We re-
er to the Brd4-Cdc7 co-clusters as “early-replicating hubs.”
otably, we occasionally observed asynchrony in Cdc7 re-

ruitment and dispersal between homologous HLBs within
he same nucleus (Fig. 1 C), with the slower locus lagging
y less than the 20-s frame interval. This asynchrony indi-
ates a lack of temporal coupling between the events at allelic
ites. 

These observations support a model that, during late mi-
osis and before the onset of S phase, Cdc7 is recruited
to sites marked by Brd4, which subsequently undergo early
replication. 

Bookmarks and early-replicating hubs change with 

developmental progression 

To investigate developmental regulation, we tracked the dy-
namics of Brd4 and Cdc7 recruitment during successive nu-
clear division cycles (Fig. 1 D). We focused on the period of
initial Cdc7 recruitment, spanning the end of mitosis and the
beginning of S phase. From NC11 to NC13, mitotically trans-
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mitted Brd4 bookmarks became increasingly prominent, ac-
companied by intensification of Cdc7 foci at S-phase entry
(Fig. 1 D). 

To quantify these changes, we calculated the mean nuclear
intensity and the variance of nuclear intensity during the 2-
min window following Cdc7 recruitment ( Supplementary Fig.
S1 C). We then extracted the temporal peaks of mean and vari-
ance from each cycle for both Brd4 and Cdc7 (Fig. 1 E). From
NC11 to NC13, Brd4 increased in both the peak mean (re-
flecting nuclear abundance) and the peak variance of intensity
(reflecting local clustering), consistent with elevated acetyla-
tion levels during the minor wave of zygotic transcription. In
contrast, the peak mean intensity of Cdc7 progressively de-
creased, suggesting either degradation or titration of Cdc7.
However, in parallel with its decrease, the peak variance of
Cdc7 increased each cycle until NC13, indicating that recruit-
ment to foci remained strong as background levels declined.
This suggests that, as the maternal supply of Cdc7 becomes
limiting with increasing numbers of nuclei, targeted recruit-
ment helps distribute Cdc7 to selected loci and ensures early
replication. Interestingly, the trend reversed in NC14, where
Brd4 and Cdc7 decreased in both peak mean and variance.
This reversal may reflect an increase in early-replicating re-
gions that compete for available Brd4 and Cdc7, ahead of the
major wave of zygotic transcription in NC14. 

Previous work documented the developmental onset of late
replication mediated by the inhibitor Rif1 [ 12 , 45 ]. The ob-
servations here suggest a parallel onset of early replication
of transcribed regions mediated by Cdc7. Notably, Rif1 and
Cdc7 act in opposition to each other in a bistable switch [ 46 ],
indicating that their balanced activities may shape the global
replication-timing program during development. 

CBP-dependent Brd4 bookmarks guide 

early-replicating hub formation 

Given the cell-cycle dynamics of Brd4 clusters (Fig. 1 B and C),
we hypothesized that events promoting the de novo assembly
of transcriptional hubs during interphase of one cell cycle (e.g.
NC12) generate Brd4 clusters that persist through mitosis and
are subsequently converted by Cdc7 recruitment into early-
replicating hubs in the next cell cycle (e.g. NC13). To test this,
we examined whether this cascade depends on CBP, the ma-
jor lysine acetyltransferase responsible for establishing Brd4
clusters [ 31 ]. 

We first characterized the distribution of endogenously
tagged CBP (Fig. 2 A and B). During interphase 12, minor foci
of mNeonGreen-CBP appeared in a uniform nuclear back-
ground, along with enrichment at HLBs evident in late S
phase. Upon entry into mitosis 12, CBP dissociated from the
chromatin, with the HLB-associated signals disappearing by
metaphase. After metaphase, CBP briefly localized to the cen-
trosomes before returning to the nucleus shortly after entry
into S phase 13 ( Supplementary Fig. S3 A). Thus, although
CBP is required for the establishment of Brd4 clusters [ 31 ],
it does not maintain an association with these clusters during
mitosis. 

We then examined functional dependency. We used mater-
nally expressed shRNA to knockdown CBP in early embryos.
As previously reported [ 31 ], after CBP knockdown, Brd4 clus-
ters on metaphase chromosomes in cycle 12 largely disap-
peared, although weak and uniform binding to anaphase chro-
mosomes still persisted (Fig. 2 C and Supplementary Fig. S3C ).
In addition, CBP depletion delayed nuclear recruitment and 

abolished the enrichment of Cdc7 at HLBs at the onset of S 
phase 13 (Fig. 2 C and Supplementary Fig. S3 C–E). These re- 
sults support the model that CBP activity operates in one cell 
cycle to establish bookmarks visualized as Brd4 clusters that 
persist through the subsequent mitosis and mark the recruit- 
ment of Cdc7. 

Next, we tested whether Brd4 is required for Cdc7 recruit- 
ment. We injected the small-molecule inhibitor JQ1 to displace 
Brd4 from chromatin (Fig. 2 C) [ 47 ]. Loss of Brd4 from mitotic 
chromosomes delayed the initial nuclear recruitment of Cdc7 

and abolished its enrichment at HLBs at entry into S phase 
(Fig. 2 C and Supplementary Fig. S3 B–E). Thus, in addition 

to its role in the formation of transcriptional hubs in S phase 
[ 31 ], Brd4 is required for the formation of early-replicating 
hubs at selected loci that recruit Cdc7 at the end of mitosis. 

Finally, we asked whether active transcription in earlier 
cell cycles promotes Brd4 bookmarking. Inhibiting transcrip- 
tion by α-amanitin from cycle 9 to cycle 12 neither reduced 

Brd4 bookmarking nor blocked Cdc7 enrichment in cycle 13 

(Fig. 2 C). These findings demonstrate that Brd4 mitotic book- 
marks form independently of active transcription and align 

with previous studies showing that Brd4 recruitment to tran- 
scriptional hubs precedes transcription initiation [ 31 ]. 

We conclude that CBP, likely by increasing de novo chro- 
matin acetylation at active genes, establishes Brd4 mitotic 
bookmarks that subsequently facilitate the rapid recruitment 
of Cdc7 kinase prior to the onset of S phase, providing one 
mechanism that links transcriptional activation in one cycle 
to early replication in the next. 

Cdc7 activity and the ephemeral existence of 
early-replication hubs 

Given that the replication licensing mechanism limits repli- 
cation to once and only once per cell cycle, early-replicating 
hubs would not be able to trigger a second round of replica- 
tion in the same cycle. However, if localized Brd4 persistently 
promoted transcription, it would clash with the locally in- 
duced replication. Consequently, the subsequent fate of early- 
replicating hubs is important. As shown above, Brd4-Cdc7 co- 
clusters disperse within a minute after emergence (Fig. 1 C). We 
hypothesized that localized Cdc7 activity, or a downstream 

event such as replication initiation, triggers their disassem- 
bly. To test this, we injected embryos with the Cdc7 inhibitor 
XL413 (Cdc7i) and used live imaging to examine the effect on 

early-replicating hubs during entry into S phase 13 (Fig. 3 A 

and B, and Supplementary Fig. S4 A). 
In control embryos injected with water, Cdc7-EGFP formed 

prominent co-clusters with the mKate2-Brd4 at HLBs at the 
beginning of S phase (Fig. 3 B, left; and Supplementary Fig. 
S4 A). In contrast, Cdc7i injection largely disrupted targeted 

Cdc7 recruitment, resulting in a near-uniform localization of 
Cdc7 in the nucleus, despite the presence of Brd4 bookmarks 
(Fig. 3 B, left; and Supplementary Fig. S4 A). This shows that 
Cdc7 activity contributes to its targeted recruitment to Brd4- 
bookmarked regions, suggesting a positive feedback loop po- 
tentially generating a switch-like behavior. Stochastic transi- 
tion of such a switch could explain the slight asynchrony in 

Cdc7 recruitment between homologous HLBs. 
Additionally, Brd4 bookmarks persisted longer in Cdc7i- 

injected embryos compared to the rapid dispersal in control 
embryos (Fig. 3 B, right; and Supplementary Fig. S4 A). While 

https://academic.oup.com/nar/article-lookup/doi/10.1093/nar/gkaf1429#supplementary-data
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Figure 2. CBP and Brd4 epigenetically link transcriptional activation to the formation of early-replicating hubs across cell cycles. ( A ) Representative stills 
from live imaging of mNeonGreen-CBP and mKate2-Brd4 during NC12. Time relative to the start of S phase 12 is indicated in minute:second. Embryos 
from females heterozygous for both tagged loci ( mKate2-Brd4/ + , mNeonGreen-CBP/ + ) were used for imaging. ( B ) Snapshot from live imaging of 
endogenously tagged mNeonGreen-CBP and mCherry-Rpb1 (a subunit of RNAPII) in late S phase 12. Intensity profiles along the line in the merged 
channel are shown on the right, showing CBP enrichment in the HLBs marked by RNAPII. a.u., arbitrary unit. Embryos from females heterozygous for 
both tagged loci ( mNeonGreen-CBP/ + , mCherry-Rpb1/ + ) were used for imaging. ( C ) Representative stills from live imaging of endogenously tagged 
mKate2-Brd4 and Cdc7-EGFP in the indicated experiments. The shRNA targeting white ( w ) as control or CBP was expressed maternally. The Brd4 
inhibitor JQ1 and the RNAPII inhibitor α-amanitin were injected around cycle 9–10. All images are maximal projections. Time relative to the start of each 
movie is indicated in minute:second. All scale bars, 5 μm. 
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educed, a low level of localized Cdc7 persisted at Brd4 clus-
ers in these inhibitor-injected embryos. This low level of lo-
alized Cdc7 persisted beyond that in control embryos (Fig.
 B, right; Supplementary Fig. S4 A). Using maximal fluores-
ent intensity as a proxy for protein clustering, we confirmed
 decrease in initial Cdc7 enrichment, along with prolonged
resence of Brd4 and Cdc7 clusters in Cdc7i-injected embryos
Fig. 3 B). These findings suggest that Cdc7 activity plays a dual
ole in early-replicating hubs: initially facilitating its own re-
ruitment to Brd4-bookmarked regions to form hubs and sub-
equently promoting hub disassembly marked by rapid disper-
al of both Brd4 and Cdc7 foci. 

Given the known role of Brd4 in recruiting RNAPII and
romoting transcription [ 31 ], we wondered whether persist-
ng Brd4 bookmarks in Cdc7i-injected embryos were asso-
iated with premature RNAPII recruitment. To test this, we
njected Cdc7i into embryos expressing sfGFP-tagged Brd4
nd mCherry-tagged Rpb1 (the largest subunit of RNAPII)
nd performed live imaging during S phase 13. In control
mbryos, Brd4 bookmarks dispersed completely by 1 min af-
er S-phase entry but began to re-emerge at 2 min, followed
y RNAPII recruitment to HLBs (Fig. 3 C). In Cdc7i-injected
embryos with persisting Brd4 bookmarks, RNAPII clusters
emerged earlier, within 2 min. Repeating this experiment in
embryos expressing mCherry-PCNA confirmed that Cdc7i
blocked the formation of early PCNA foci while advancing
the recruitment of RNAPII to HLBs ( Supplementary Fig. S4 B).
Despite advanced recruitment, RNAPII levels at HLBs did
not reach those observed in control embryos later in S phase
( Supplementary Fig. S4 C), possibly due to underreplicated
DNA templates or conflicts between transcription and repli-
cation machinery. 

We conclude that Cdc7 activity promotes timely removal
of Brd4 bookmarks and the disassembly of early-replicating
hubs. This chromatin resetting delays RNAPII recruitment,
ensuring the coordination such that the onset of transcription
follows the onset of replication. 

Cdc7 coordinates transcriptional states with 

S-phase entry 

We previously reported that DNA replication is essential for
transcriptional hub formation and the onset of transcription
in NC12 [ 11 ]. This contrasts with the above data suggest-

https://academic.oup.com/nar/article-lookup/doi/10.1093/nar/gkaf1429#supplementary-data
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Figure 3. Cdc7 controls its transient localization at early-replicating hubs, erases Brd4 bookmarks, and delays RNAPII recruitment. ( A ) Experimental 
design for determining whether Cdc7 activity influences the formation or dispersal of early-replicating hubs. Either water (control) or XL413, a Cdc7 
inhibitor (Cdc7i), was injected into embryos, followed by live imaging during S phase 13. The injection of Cdc7i was carried out during mitosis 12 to avoid 
cell-cycle defects prior to S phase 13. ( B ) Top: Snapshots from live imaging of mKate2-Brd4 and Cdc7-EGFP in control or Cdc7i-injected embryos at the 
indicated times in S phase 13. ( B ) Bottom: B o x plots showing the maximal intensities for fluorescently tagged Brd4 or Cdc7 in nuclei at the indicated 
times. The central lines of the box plots represent median. Whiskers extend to 1.5 times interquartile range from the box. The number of nuclei ( n ) 
pooled from three embryos were indicated. P- values were calculated using two-sided Mann–Whitney U test with Bonferroni correction for multiple 
comparisons. a.u., arbitrary unit. ( C ) R epresentativ e stills from live imaging of sfGFP-Brd4 and mCherry-Rpb1 (a subunit of RNAPII) in control or 
Cdc7i-injected embryos. All images are maximal projections. Time relative to the start of S phase 13 is indicated in minute:second. All scale bars, 5 μm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ing that an inhibitor of DNA replication, Cdc7i, advances
RNAPII recruitment in NC13. Given the finding that inhi-
bition of Cdc7 stabilizes pre-existing Brd4 clusters, we hy-
pothesized that abnormal retention of Brd4 bypassed the need
for de novo transcriptional hub formation, and that this by-
pass predominated in cycles 13 and 14. To explore this, we
re-examined the effects of replication inhibitors on RNAPII
dynamics during successive nuclear cycles (Fig. 4 A). 

First, to see whether the change in response to Cdc7 inhi-
bition reflected a general change in the coupling of transcrip-
tion to replication, we injected Geminin into NC13 embryos
to block origin licensing with a resulting block to replication
in NC14. This treatment strongly inhibited RNAPII recruit-
ment to HLBs in NC14 ( Supplementary Fig. S5 A), consistent
with the effects observed in NC12 and NC13 [ 11 ]. Based on
the known action of Geminin in blocking pre-RC formation
and thus replication, we suggest that this is consistent with
a coupling of transcription to replication, although it is pos-
sible that Geminin acts via a different route to inhibit RNA
polymerase recruitment. 

Next, we confirmed our previous finding that Cdc7i injec-
tion strongly delayed the recruitment of RNAPII to histone
genes during NC12, resulting in significantly smaller HLB-
associated RNAPII clusters that only formed in late S phase 
(Fig. 4 B) [ 11 ]. However, in both NC13 and NC14, Cdc7i in- 
jection advanced RNAPII recruitment, leading to more promi- 
nent HLBs at 2 min into S phase compared to control embryos 
(Fig. 4 B). These prematurely recruited RNAPII clusters were 
unstable and diminished rapidly within 5 min, whereas those 
RNAPII clusters in control embryos continued to grow sub- 
stantially (Fig. 4 B). These results suggest that Cdc7 has multi- 
ple roles in coordinating transcription and replication: fulfill- 
ing a requirement for de novo transcriptional hub assembly 
in earlier cycles, while preventing the premature RNAPII re- 
cruitment to persisting bookmarks in later cycles. 

Given the premature but unstable recruitment of RNAPII 
to histone genes upon inhibition of Cdc7, we next examined 

how Cdc7 inhibition impacts the onset of transcription. For 
this live-imaging analysis, we used a hunc hbac k ( hb ) transcrip- 
tional reporter gene [ 10 ], which is broadly expressed in the an- 
terior half of the embryo from NC9 onward. We used embryos 
maternally expressing MCP-mCherry and carrying a hbP2- 
MS2-lacZ construct. In control embryos, MCP foci appeared 

in all nuclei in the anterior domain, and the majority of these 
foci persisted stably (Fig. 4 C). Injection of Cdc7i led to irregu- 
larities in both the activation of expression and an instability 

https://academic.oup.com/nar/article-lookup/doi/10.1093/nar/gkaf1429#supplementary-data
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Figure 4. Cdc7 activity dela y s and synchronizes RNAPII recruitment and prevents precocious termination of transcription during cycles 13 and 14. ( A ) 
Experimental design for determining the impact of Cdc7 inhibition on transcription in different nuclear cycles. Cdc7 inhibitor (Cdc7i) was injected into 
staged embryos during mitosis, followed by live imaging in the subsequent S phase. Control embryos were injected with water during the preceding S 
phase or mitosis. ( B ) R epresentativ e snapshots from live imaging of EGFP-Rpb3 (a subunit of RNAPII) in control or Cdc7i-injected embryos at the 
indicated times during S phase of various cycles. ( C ) Representative snapshots from live imaging of MCP-mCherry in control or Cdc7i-injected embryos 
with a hbP2-24xMS2-lacZ reporter. Frames at 7 min in S phase are shown. The binary masks of nuclei were generated from EGFP-Rpb3 images and 
o v erlaid on the MCP-mCherry images. Time relative to the start of S phase is indicated. All images are maximal projections. All scale bars, 5 μm. ( D ) 
Cumulative percentage of nuclei that have acquired MCP foci (“MCP foci appeared”) and the cumulative percentage that subsequently lost MCP foci 
(“MCP foci disappeared”) since entering an S phase f ollo wing control or Cdc7i injection. Colored shading represents SEM, n = 3 embryos. We note that 
the quantification was plotted over a fixed time window based on the typical S-phase length in control embryos (except NC14), and that the gray blocks 
represent gaps between cycles and do not report actual duration. This presentation masked the effect of Cdc7 inhibition on S-phase lengths. 
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in the maintenance of expression. These irregularities became
more predominant as S-phase duration increased in successive
NCs (Fig. 4 C). In some nuclei, faint MCP foci appeared and
then disappeared within 2 min ( Supplementary Fig. S5 B). To
quantify these effects, we measured the cumulative percent-
age of nuclei in which MCP foci appeared, as well as those in
which MCP foci appeared and subsequently disappeared after
entering S phase (Fig. 4 D). In control embryos, MCP foci ap-
peared synchronously within 5 min after each mitosis, and the
majority of them persisted throughout the imaging window.
In Cdc7i-injected embryos, MCP foci appeared more slowly,
and an increased number of them disappeared early. Because
the MS2 cassette is inserted in the 5 

′ UTR of this reporter, this
short lifetime suggests either a reduced transcriptional burst
size or premature transcript abortion upon Cdc7i injection. 

We conclude that Cdc7 kinase activity delays RNAPII re-
cruitment in later cycles, contributes to the replication-first or-
dering, and stabilizes transcriptional state potentially through
minimizing collisions. 

Early Cdc7 activity safeguards transcriptional 
elongation 

To further investigate the cause of premature transcriptional
termination in Cdc7i-injected embryos, we used a modified
hunc hbac k transcriptional reporter construct containing MS2
repeats in the 5 

′ UTR and PP7 repeats in the 3 

′ UTR [ 48 ]. This
dual labeling allowed us to monitor both transcriptional ini-
tiation and elongation in real time (Fig. 5 A). 

In control NC14 embryos, MCP foci marking the 5 

′ MS2
repeats appeared synchronously, consistent with rapid on-
set of transcription (Fig. 5 B). These MCP foci were soon
joined by PCP foci marking the 3 

′ PP7 repeats after 3–
4 min, indicating normal transcript elongation. In contrast,
Cdc7i-injected NC14 embryos displayed a range of transcrip-
tional defects, including delayed onset of transcription, re-
duced transcript levels, and impaired elongation (Fig. 5 C and
Supplementary Fig. S6 ). Specifically, we observed the follow-
ing defects with regard to elongation: (i) transient MCP foci
that disappeared without acquiring PCP foci (track 9); (ii) un-
stable MCP foci that fluctuated in intensity but did not acquire
PCP foci (track 3); (iii) stable MCP foci that acquired PCP
with a delay and at lower levels (track 17); and (iv) stable
MCP foci that never acquired PCP throughout live imaging
(track 22). Notably, we did not observe a clear relationship
between the severity of defects and the distance from the in-
jection site ( Supplementary Fig. S6 A), suggesting that the vari-
ability in response was not due to local differences in Cdc7i
concentration. Since Cdc7i only reduces the probability of pre-
RC activation without completely inhibiting it, the stochastic
nature of active replication fork production could result in the
observed heterogeneity in transcription defects. 

To further assess the impact of Cdc7 inhibition on tran-
script dynamics, we quantified the cumulative intensities of
MCP-GFP and PCP-mCherry at individual transcriptional
spots. As shown in Fig. 5 D, MCP and PCP intensities were
positively correlated in control embryos, consistent with nor-
mal transcriptional elongation. In contrast, both signals were
reduced in Cdc7i-treated embryos, with PCP intensities in par-
ticular reaching an apparent plateau, resulting in a skewed
distribution. This further supports that transcriptional elon-
gation is prematurely terminated upon inhibition of Cdc7
activity. 
We conclude that Cdc7 activity, likely by advancing local 
onset of replication, coordinates replication and transcription 

to avoid collisions that disrupt transcriptional elongation as 
the duration of S phase increases in the last two syncytial cy- 
cles (NC13 and NC14). 

Discussion 

How cells coordinate transcription and replication to pre- 
vent conflicts remains an open question, with broad implica- 
tions for genome integrity. In previous work, we proposed a 
collision-avoidance mechanism in early Drosophila embryos,
wherein transcription occurs only on newly replicated DNA 

during each S phase, allowing transcripts to elongate be- 
hind replication forks unimpeded [ 11 ]. This “replication-first”
strategy was shown to be enforced in cycle 12 by making the 
onset of transcription dependent on replication. Accompany- 
ing developmental changes in the cell cycle, particularly the 
lengthening of S phase, a second mechanism comes into play 
in cycle 13 to reinforce the temporal ordering (Fig. 6 ). This 
mechanism is based on the control of replication timing by 
a mitotic bookmark at transcriptionally activated genes. By 
advancing the replication of these regions, the bookmark pre- 
pares the region for subsequent transcription without the risk 

of collisions. 
We show that the chromatin reader Brd4, in addition to 

forming transcriptional hubs in S phase 12 [ 31 ], contributes 
to bookmarking activated genes during mitosis 12 (Fig. 6 ).
Toward the end of mitosis and the onset of S phase 13, the 
replication initiation factor Cdc7 is recruited to Brd4-marked 

loci, repurposing the bookmark to stimulate early replication 

rather than transcription (Fig. 6 ). This localized recruitment of 
Cdc7, promoted by Brd4 either directly or indirectly, in turn 

triggers the dispersal of Brd4 bookmark. Thus, Cdc7 both 

promotes local DNA replication and prevents bookmark- 
dependent transcription in the new cycle. As a result, tran- 
scription is delayed until the assembly of a new transcriptional 
hub, allowing reprogramming by transcription factors and en- 
suring that transcription follows replication. These findings 
reveal that embryos introduce additional measures to tempo- 
rally order replication and transcription as development pro- 
gresses and cell-cycle regulation matures, ensuring the avoid- 
ance of collisions. 

Mitotic bookmarking of selected loci by transcription fac- 
tors or chromatin regulators has been associated with rapid 

transcriptional reactivation in a subsequent cell cycle [ 30 ]. In 

this study, we uncover an additional role for mitotic book- 
marks in promoting early replication of bookmarked loci in 

embryonic cycles that lack a G1. Notably, Drosophila em- 
bryos exhibit transcriptional memory [ 49 , 50 ], in which re- 
porter genes stochastically expressed in one cycle tend to be 
reactivated more rapidly in subsequent cycles. Our findings 
herein suggest that this transcriptional memory may arise in- 
directly from advanced replication timing. That is, by accel- 
erating replication of transcriptionally active regions, book- 
marks indirectly establish an early competence for collision- 
free transcription upon mitotic exit. 

Since the Brd4 mitotic bookmark is bifunctional, it seem- 
ingly has the potential to activate both replication and tran- 
scription at the same time and induce collisions. To avoid this,
the bookmark must maintain exclusivity, such that trigger- 
ing replication is accompanied by inhibiting transcription, and 

vice versa, so that it never does both at the same time. In part,

https://academic.oup.com/nar/article-lookup/doi/10.1093/nar/gkaf1429#supplementary-data
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Figure 5. Early replication safeguards transcriptional elongation at the midblastula transition. ( A ). Schematic of the hbP2 transcriptional reporter that 
contains 24 × MS2 loops in the 5 ′ UTR and 24 × PP7 loops in the 3 ′ UTR, enabling visualization of the transcripts by MCP-GFP and mCherry-PCP, 
respectively. Montages with images in each row representing the signal from a single reporter locus as it changes over time in control ( B ) or 
Cdc7i-injected embryos ( C ) during S phase 14. The top 50 spots with the earliest MCP appearance from a representative embryo in each group are 
displa y ed. Similar outcomes were observed in three embryos. The rows are ordered first by MCP emergence time and then by PCP intensity. Time 
relative to the initial appearance of MCP foci in the same embryo is indicated. Magnified images of selected spots are shown at the bottom. ( D ) Scatter 
plots showing cumulative MCP intensity versus cumulative PCP intensity at individual transcriptional spots. Each panel shows data from one control 
embryo injected with water and one injected with Cdc7 inhibitor. a.u., arbitrary unit. 
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TFs, CBP

Early-replicating hub Transcriptional hub
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cell cycle

Cdc7
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Brd4 Cdc7 RNAPII
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Figure 6. Model for the coordination of transcription and replication by Brd4 bookmarks. Note that the schematic depicts a co-directional arrangement 
for simplicity, but in pinciple, replication origins may lie either upstream or downstream, and the key feature is that bookmarked loci are replicated before 
transcription begins. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

this exclusivity appears to be due to a dual action of Cdc7:
the recruitment of Cdc7 to the Brd4 bookmark both activates
pre-RCs to promote early replication and disperses the Brd4
bookmark to prevent immediate transcription. However, new
transcriptional hubs are built about 2 min later. What prevents
the newly acquired Brd4 bookmark from activating replica-
tion as well as transcription? We suggest that the replication
licensing system prevents the new bookmark from reactivating
replication. DNA replication is regulated so that all sequences
replicate once and only once in a typical cell cycle. The li-
cense to replicate requires the assembly of the pre-RC during
cell-cycle stages in which kinases activating the pre-RC are
low (anaphase in the case of early nuclear cycles of syncytial
Drosophila embryo). Following licensing, replication only oc-
curs after the activation of pre-RCs by S-phase kinases. Once
activated, pre-RCs cannot reform until the passage of another
cell cycle. When a new Brd4 bookmark is deposited on al-
ready replicated DNA, it cannot promote replication without
the formation of a new pre-RC, and thus it is limited to pro-
moting transcription until re-licensing occurs during the next
mitosis in nuclear division cycles or in late G1 in more mature
cell cycles. In this way, the DNA licensing system further en-
forces the exclusivity of Brd4 bookmark function, which we
propose coordinates transcription and replication timing to
avoid collisions. 

The cell cycle changes dramatically throughout embryoge-
nesis, with initial introduction of longer S phases followed by
the appearance of G2 and later G1. The regulatory mecha-
nism described herein, while apparently suitable for the short
S phases in early embryos, could also be relevant in more
mature cell cycles. In a typical cell cycle, DDK (Cdc7–Dbf4
complex) and S-phase CDKs are activated only at the G1-
S transition. Brd4 mitotic bookmarks may therefore persist
throughout G1 and promote transcription, and only upon S-
phase entry are they repurposed for replication initiation. Dur-
ing a longer S phase, sequential activation of Cdc7 at differ-
ent loci could transiently remove Brd4 bookmarks and repress
transcription just ahead of local replication, while delayed re-
assembly of transcriptional hubs ensures that transcription re-
sumes only after replication has completed. We have previ-
ously described the role of Cdc7 in establishing a replication- 
timing program in Drosophila embryos [ 12 , 45 , 46 ]. In par- 
ticular, an antagonistic interaction between Cdc7 and the pro- 
tein phosphatase PP1, recruited by the inhibitor Rif1, forms a 
bistable switch that regulates the late replication of satellite se- 
quences [ 45 , 46 ]. We propose that such a switch may act glob- 
ally to shape replication timing across the genome. Because the 
role of Cdc7 in replication is evolutionarily conserved and the 
association of gene activity with acetylation and early replica- 
tion is widespread, we suggest that the interactions between 

Brd4 and Cdc7 we described are likely to make contributions 
to collision avoidance in many circumstances. 

While we think it is likely that the mechanisms we un- 
covered in the early embryo will have a general contribution 

to collision avoidance, our current view of switching back 

and forth between replication and transcription is incomplete.
Many other components are likely to contribute to a Cdc7- 
mediated switch in Brd4 function from transcription to repli- 
cation, and other mechanisms are likely to contribute to colli- 
sion avoidance even in the embryo. Furthermore, the develop- 
mental changes in the cell cycle are accompanied by increasing 
complexity of many regulatory processes, and other contribu- 
tions have been suggested. The spatial separation of transcrip- 
tion and replication sites exists throughout the nucleus, even 

within nucleoli [ 8 , 51 , 52 ]. Such a separation requires that 
replication follows local shutoff of transcription with a delay 
and that transcription resumes following replication with an- 
other delay. While Cdc7 may play a role in this timing control,
numerous mechanisms have been suggested to contribute to 

this type of coordination. Transcription can be transiently shut 
down ahead of replication forks by a yet unclear mechanism 

[ 6 , 7 ], and stalled RNAPII may be removed by fork-associated 

Integrator complexes [ 53 ]. Conversely, transcription can influ- 
ence the position of replication initiation and progression of 
replication of replication forks to minimize conflicts within 

actively transcribed genes [ 54 , 55 ]. Finally, replication fork 

barriers, such as those in rDNA loci, help prevent replication 

forks from invading transcribed regions [ 56 ]. Our findings ex- 
pand this repertoire of strategies by showing how a mitotic 
bookmark guides early replication to safeguard S-phase tran- 
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cription. Hopefully, the reported discovery of the peculiar
bility of Cdc7 to trigger a shutoff of transcription in con-
unction with activating replication will promote studies in
ther contexts to define the contributions of this regulatory
witch to the processes averting the damage associated with
he “Achilles’ heel” of the central dogma. 
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